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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 

The invention relates generally to broadcast television systems and more 
particularly to a system and method for booking events and initiating actions in response 
to detecting these events in a broadcast television receiver. 

2. Description of Related Art 

It is useful in computer systems to be able to detect particular events and to 
initiate particular actions in response to these events. For example, in desktop computer 
systems, it may be desirable to display an email icon when an email message is received. 
The computer system may also be configured to launch a specific application at a 
particular time. Similar mechanisms may also be found in videocassette recorders 
(VCRs,) which are typically configured to be able to schedule the recording of a 
particular channel when an internal clock reaches a predetermined time. A VCR may 
also be configured to begin recording a channel when it receives specific information 
(e.g., information indicating the start of a particular television program) transmitted in the 
analog vertical blanking interval (VBI) of a broadcast signal. In television systems 
proposed by the Advanced Television Enhancement Forum (ATVEF,) a trigger in a 
television broadcast signal can cause the television receiver to display a particular HTML 
page. 

The systems described above, however, have limitations which prevent them from 
being extended to a generalized event booking mechanism in a broadcast television 
receiver. For example, in the case of email notifiers and calendar services on desktop 
computer systems, the events which can be detected and the actions which can be 
initiated in response thereto are specifically defined for particular applications (e.g., an 
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email application displays an icon in response to receiving a new email message.) The 
applications provide internal mechanisms which cannot be used by other applications. If 
a different application requires an additional type of event to be detected or an additional 
type of action to be initiated, that application must typically provide its own mechanism 
for detecting that type in event and initiating the respective action. Because this type of 
mechanism has statically defined events and actions, and requires additional application 
code (as well as additional memory to store the code,) it is not suitable for the limited 
resources of a broadcast television receiver. Mechanisms which use triggers (such as VBI 
or ATVEF triggers) that are delivered in a broadcast signal suffer from these same 
limitations. These triggers detect statically defined events and initiate statically defined 
actions. Further, if the action includes launching an application, the application must be 
present. That is, it cannot be downloaded upon detection of the event and then launched. 
Consequently, these mechanisms are not suitable for a generalized event booking system 
in a broadcast television receiver. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

One or more of the problems outlined above may be solved by the various 
embodiments of the invention. These embodiments may include methods, frameworks 
and devices for booking events relating to a broadcast television system and initiating 
actions in response to the occurrence of the booked events. 

One embodiment comprises a method in which a client books an event by 
registering a description of the event and a description of the action that is to be taken 
upon the occurrence of the event. The agent (or "event manager") that will be employed 
to detect the event, as well as the action handler that will initiate the action can also be 
specified. The information describing the event and action (the "event booking") are 
stored by an event broker. The information is passed to the appropriate event managers 
and action handlers by the event broker. Upon detection of the event, the event manager 
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notifies the event broker of its occurrence. The event broker, in turn, notifies the action 
handler. The action handler then initiates the action. When the action is completed, the 
event broker unregisters the event booking (e.g., removes the event booking from its list 
of booked events.) 

One embodiment comprises a computer readable storage medium which embodies 
the foregoing method. The storage medium may comprise floppy disks, magnetic tapes, 
optical disks, RAM, ROM, flash memory, etc. The storage media has program 
instructions recorded therein for controlling the operation of a processor. The program 
instructions are executable by the processor to implement the method described above. 

In one embodiment, the event booking mechanism comprises a software 
framework in an interactive television receiver. The framework is implemented in a 
library which is an extension to the receiver's operating system core. The library includes 
an event broker, and one or more event managers and action handlers. The event broker 
is configured to register and track event entries, each of which describes an event and a 
corresponding action. The event broker is configured to notify the appropriate event 
manager when an event is booked and to notify the appropriate action handler when an 
event occurs. The event broker provides centralized management of the event managers, 
each of which is configured to detect different types of events, and the action handlers, 
each of which is configured to initiate different types of actions. The modularity 
provided by this framework allows it to be easily updated with new event managers and 
action handlers. 

In one embodiment, the event booking mechanism is implemented in a receiver of 
a broadcast television system. One or more clients (e.g., applications which are executing 
in the receiver) require certain actions to be taken upon the occurrence of corresponding 
events. The actions may comprise launching applications, opening pop-up dialog boxes, 
providing data to running applications, or other actions. The events may comprise the 
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start of television programs, the receipt of downloaded modules, the receipt of particular 
signals or data, reaching predetermined times, or other events. The receiver is configured 
to allow the clients to book the events and corresponding actions using an event broker 
which is executing on a processor within the receiver. The event broker registers the 
events and actions, storing them in a memory in the receiver. For each event, the event 
broker notifies an event manager to monitor the receiver environment for the event. 
When the event is detected, the event manager notifies the event broker, which in turn 
notifies an action handler which initiates the corresponding action. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will become apparent upon reading 
the following detailed description and upon reference to the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the distribution of an interactive television 
signal from a broadcast station to a plurality of receiving stations in one embodiment. 

Fig. 2 is a functional block diagram of a receiver which is used in an interactive 
television system in one embodiment. 

Fig. 3 is a block diagram illustrating the interaction between the event broker, an 
event manager and an action handler in one embodiment. 

Fig. 4 is a diagram illustrating the layers of software executing in a receiver in one 
embodiment. 

Fig. 5 is a high level flow diagram of the basic method implemented by the event 
booking mechanism in one embodiment. 
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Fig. 6 is a flow diagram illustrating the booking of an event in one embodiment. 

Fig. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating the triggering of an action after detection of an 
5 event in one embodiment. 

Fig. 8 is a flow diagram illustrating normal completion of an action in one 
embodiment. 

10 Fig. 9 is a flow diagram illustrating termination of an action in one embodiment. 

While the invention is susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms, 
specific embodiments thereof are shown by way of example in the drawings and will 
herein be described in detail. It should be understood, however, that the drawings and 
15 detailed description thereto are not intended to limit the invention to the particular form 
disclosed, but on the contrary, the intention is to cover all modifications, equivalents and 
alternatives falling within the spirit and scope of the present invention as defined by the 
appended claims. 

20 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

One embodiment of the invention is described below. This embodiment 
comprises a mechanism implemented in a receiver for an interactive television system. 
The mechanism allows client applications to specify an event and a corresponding action 
25 so that, when the event occurs, the action is initiated. The mechanism generally 

comprises an event broker, one or more event managers and one or more action handlers. 
The event is booked (or registered) through the event broker. (References herein to a 
"booked event" may include the corresponding action, and possibly other associated 
information which is recorded by the event broker when the event is booked.) The event 



Atty. Dkt. No.: 5266-02600 



Page 5 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 




broker notifies one of the event managers that the event has been booked, after which that 
event manager monitors the data and activities of the receiver for the booked event. 
When the booked event is detected, the event manager notifies the event broker, which in 
turn notifies one of the action handlers. That action handler then initiates the action 
5 corresponding to the detected event. 

While the event broker is intended to provide centralized control and storage of 
information on the booked events, the event managers are each intended to detect 
particular types of events. For example, one event manager may be configured to detect 

10 the receipt of an email, while another may be configured to detect a program module in 
the broadcast signal. The types of events detected by each event manager is arbitrarily 
determined, and an event manager may be configured to detect a single type of event, or 
several types of events. Likewise, each action handler is intended to initiate particular 
types of actions, such as launching applications or opening pop-up windows. Because the 

15 event booking mechanism supports multiple event managers and action handlers, it can 
be implemented in a modular fashion which allows third parties to develop their own 
event managers and action handlers which can be integrated into the mechanism. (It 
should be noted that, although the disclosed event booking mechanism can employ 
modular event managers and action handlers, it can also use event managers and action 

20 handlers which are contained in existing applications. For example, a client application 
can register an event booking which uses an email application's event manager to detect 
incoming emails.) 

Therefore, for each type of event which may need to be detected, there will be a 
25 corresponding event manager. For each type of action which needs to be initiated, there 
will be a corresponding action handler. Each event manager will interact with the event 
broker to monitor and detect events of the types corresponding to that particular event 
manager. Likewise, each action handler can initiate actions of the types corresponding to 
that particular action handler. Thus, the event booking mechanism provides centralized 
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management of event bookings, but is flexible enough to accommodate many different 
types of the events and corresponding actions. This provides a versatile, yet compact 
event booking mechanism that is suitable for systems, such as interactive television 
systems, which have limited resources. 



As indicated above, one embodiment is implemented in an interactive television 
system. Referring to Fig. 1, a block diagram illustrating the distribution of an interactive 
television signal from a broadcast station 1 1 to a plurality of receiving stations 12-14 is 
shown. The interactive television signal is distributed over transmission medium 15 to 
10 each of the receiving stations. The transmission medium may comprise any suitable 
broadcast medium, including satellite, cable, telco, MMDS (microwave) or terrestrial 
transmission systems. Whichever transmission medium is employed, it is assumed that 
the broadcast station and receiving stations are configured with appropriate transmitters 
and receivers. 



Referring to Fig. 2, a receiver 20 which may be employed in the receiving stations 
is shown. In this embodiment, receiver 20 is implemented in a set-top box for a 
television. In other embodiments, the receiver may be incorporated into the circuitry of 
other components of the receiving station, such as the television which is coupled to the 
20 receiver. The interactive television signal which is broadcast to the receiving station is 
received by signal receiver 21. Television programming which is included in the 
broadcast signal may be processed by processing circuitry 22 and formatted for display by 
display circuitry 23. The formatted signal may then be transmitted to a television, where 
it can be displayed to the user. 



The interactive television signal may contain information in addition to the 
television programming. For example, interactive application modules or control signals 
may be embedded in the broadcast signal. This additional information may be separated 
out of the signal by one of the components of receiver 20, such as processing unit 22 or 



15 



25 
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even signal receiver 21. The additional information, which may be considered the 
interactive content of the signal, is typically provided to processor 24 and/or memory 25. 
Interactive content comprising applications may be executed by processor 24. Other 
interactive content may be interpreted by processor 24, which may then generate 
5 interactive audio or video to be output to the user's television. The user can interact with 
the applications or other interactive content through I/O devices coupled to I/O interface 
26. (It should be noted that the foregoing description of the functionality of the 
interactive television system is only an example of such a system, and is not intended to 
be limiting.) 

10 

The broadcast signal which is input to receiver 20 forms part of the environment 
of the receiver. The receiver's environment also includes signals from applications 
executing in the receiver, user I/O input to the receiver, external (e.g., modem) signals, 
clock signals, calendar signals and other signals and conditions internal to (and otherwise 
15 available to) the receiver. The event booking mechanism monitors the signals and 
conditions of the receiver's environment to detect events and then triggers associated 
actions. 

The event booking mechanism executes on the receiver's processor. The event 
20 booking mechanism allows a client to specify an event and an action which needs to be 
triggered when the event occurs. Referring to Fig. 3, the interaction between these 
components with respect to a single event booking is illustrated. In Fig. 3, the functions 
of the event booking mechanism are divided between the event broker 30, a particular 
event manager 31 and a particular action handler 32. The event broker receives an event 
25 booking from a client 33. The event broker registers the event and corresponding action, 
then notifies the event manager that it should monitor the receiver environment for the 
specified event. When the event occurs, the event manager notifies the event broker. The 
event broker, in turn, notifies the action handler that the event has been detected. The 
action handler then initiates the action originally specified by the client. 
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The event broker is responsible for registering, or booking, the events. The event 
broker does so by storing information relating to each of the booked events in a central 
location. This central location is not necessarily a single memory device, and may 
5 comprise a list or some other type of data structure in which the event bookings are 
consolidated. (It is noted that the event bookings are preferably stored in a non-volatile 
memory so that they will not be lost when the receiver is rebooted.) The event broker 
may control access to the booked events, including queries, modification or termination 
of the booked events. 

10 

The information stored by the event broker defines the event to be detected and 
the action to be taken in response to detection of the event. (Multiple actions may be 
associated with a single event, but, in this particular embodiment, the actions must be 
performed sequentially after the event is detected.) In one embodiment, the event is 

15 defined by the name of the event manager which will be used to detect the event and a 
string describing the event. This string is a character string which identifies the event 
using the syntax of the event manager. The string may be unintelligible to the event 
broker. It is not necessary for the event broker to understand the event, however, since it 
simply needs to notify the event manager that the event has been booked, and to pass on 

20 the string. Similarly, the action is defined in this embodiment by the name of the action 
handler and a string which identifies the event using the syntax of the action handler. The 
string need not be understandable to the event broker. 

In some embodiments, the information stored when the event is booked may 
25 include other information. For example, it may include a list of resources used by the 

action so that the event broker can manage the resources of the receiver; a character string 
which comprises a user-readable description of the event and/or action; a time limit or 
expiration date for the event; or privileges associated with the event that define 
applications or clients which are allowed to access, modify or terminate the booked event. 
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(Other embodiments may include different information that might also be useful in 
managing the event bookings.) It should be noted that privileges can be assigned in a 
predetermined manner (e.g., granted to particular clients or groups of clients,) or they can 
be determined using other mechanisms (e.g., credentials which are carried by clients and 
5 which are presented to the event broker when access to booked events is desired.) 

The event broker is responsible for resolving resource conflicts when two or more 
actions which require the same resources can be triggered. In other words, if two actions 
require the same resource, only one of the actions can be initiated, so the event broker 

10 must determine which action will be initiated and which will be delayed. As a result of 
the need for the event broker to resolve these conflicts, the event broker is also configured 
in one embodiment to determine the rank of booked events. Once the higher-ranked 
action is completed, the next-highest-ranked action can be triggered. The event broker 
may be configured to impute ranks to the booked events. In one embodiment, the ranks 

15 imputed by the event broker are based on the order in which the events are booked. The 
ranks may also be explicitly set by a control application which has appropriate privileges. 
The control application can open a ranking session, set the ranks of the booked events, 
and then call the event broker to validate and store the new ranks. 

20 Each event manager is configured to detect one or more particular types of events. 

The event manager monitors the various signals and conditions of the receiver's 
environment to determine when an event occurs. The event may be a single signal or 
condition, or it may be a set of such signals and conditions. The event may be defined by 
the information stored by the event broker when the event was booked. A plurality of 

25 event managers may simultaneously monitor the receiver environment to detect their 
corresponding events. It should also be noted that multiple actions may be associated 
with a single event. In one embodiment, a single event manager would detect the 
described event, while one or more action handlers performed the associated actions. In 
this embodiment, the actions would be performed sequentially, but in other embodiments, 
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they may be performed simultaneously. Similarly, a plurality of event bookings could 
associate a number of events with a single action. 

Each action handler is configured to initiate one or more particular types of 
5 actions. In some cases, the type of action may be relatively broadly defined. For 
example, the action may consist of launching an application. Obviously, this action 
might be desirable in a wide range of circumstances, as it may be desired to detect many 
different events, each of which is intended trigger the launching of an associated 
application. While a number of actions may be triggered to run concurrently, it is the 
10 responsibility of the event broker in this embodiment to determine whether there are any 
resource conflicts between the actions and to resolve those conflicts (by triggering the 
highest ranked action and allowing it to complete before triggering a conflicting action.) 

As explained above, the event booking mechanism is not restricted to handling 
15 only certain types of events or actions. Many different types of events and actions can be 
accommodated. This is achieved through the use of single event broker which can 
operate in conjunction with a plurality of event managers and a plurality of action 
handlers. Each of the event managers is configured to detect a particular type of event. 
When an event is booked, the event manager which is configured to detect that particular 
20 type of event is notified. Likewise, when the event is detected, the action handler which 
is configured to initiate the particular type of action corresponding to the detected event is 
notified. If necessary, the event broker can call a different event manager and a different 
action handler for each of several events which is booked. Conversely, several events 
may use the same event manager or the same action handler. (It should therefore be noted 
25 that the event managers and action handlers may be unique in that they may be configured 
to handle distinct types or sets of events or actions, but this is not intended to imply that 
each event manager or action handler can only be used or instantiated only once.) 
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It should be noted that the foregoing description is intended to be illustrative. In 
other embodiments, some of the functions described above in relation to particular 
components in the event booking mechanism may be redistributed. For example, when 
an event is detected, and event manager may be configured to directly notify the 
5 associated action handler rather than notifying the event broker and then having the event 
broker notify the action handler. Such variations are intended to be within the scope of 
this disclosure. 

Referring to Fig. 4, the layers of software executing in the receiver are illustrated. 

10 The receiver software consists of several layers of software. The kernel and driver layers 
interface directly with the hardware. The next layer is referred herein to as "middleware." 
The middleware layer relies on the kernel and drivers and itself consists of a set of 
libraries that can be recompiled for each hardware platform. The application layer 
consists of applications that use the services made available by the libraries of the 

15 middleware. In the embodiment depicted in Fig. 4, the event booking mechanism is a 
part of the middleware. The application layer therefore interfaces with the event booking 
mechanism along with the other middleware libraries. 

Because the applications relies on the services provided by the middleware, the 
20 applications' life cycles are to some extent controlled by the middleware. For example, 
applications are sometimes written in a hardware-independent format which must be 
executed using an interpreter or in the middleware. Similarly, the event bookings are to 
some extent dependent upon the event booking libraries. If the available event managers 
or action handlers are updated, or if the system is rebooted and they are removed, event 
25 bookings which rely on unavailable event managers or action handlers may have to be 
removed from the bookings list. Alternatively, compatible event managers or action 
handlers may be substituted for the unavailable ones. 
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As indicated above, the event booking mechanism in one embodiment is 
implemented as a middleware library. This library is an extension of the operating system 
core. It is contemplated that the library may initially only need to include a limited set of 
event managers and action handlers. For example, a calendar manager and one or two 

5 more event managers may initially be sufficient. Similarly, action handlers which pop-up 
dialog boxes and launch applications may be sufficient in a basic implementation. 
Additional event managers and action handlers can be added as needed. New event 
managers and action handlers can be written when necessary to accommodate new event 
types and action types. The additional event managers and action handlers can be added 

10 to the library without having to modify the entire event booking mechanism. It should be 
noted that, although the event booking mechanism is implemented in a library in this 
particular embodiment, it is contemplated that the mechanism could be implemented at 
the application level in other embodiments. 

15 Referring to Fig. 5, a high level flow diagram of the basic method implemented by 

the event booking mechanism is shown. A client application books an event with the 
event broker, specifying an event and a corresponding action. The event broker notifies 
the appropriate event manager and action handler of the event and corresponding action 
and then stores the booked event. (It should be noted that the event manager and action 

20 handler are notified of the event and action in this embodiment to confirm that the event 
should be booked ~ this confirmation may not be performed in other embodiments.) The 
event manager then monitors the receiver's environment for the event. (The dashed 
arrow indicates that there may be a number of intervening occurrences before the event is 
detected.) When the event is detected, the event manager notifies the event broker. 

25 When the event broker is notified by the event manager that the event has been detected, 
the event broker notifies the action handler that the action corresponding to the event 
should be performed. 
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Referring to Figs. 6-9, the operation of the event booking mechanism in one 
embodiment is shown in more detail. It should be noted that the event broker (EB,) 
event manager (EM) and action handler (AH) are indicated by their respective 
abbreviations in the figures. It should also be noted that communication from one of 
5 these components to another is indicated by an arrow from the sender to the receiver. 

The booking of an event in one embodiment is illustrated in the flow diagram of 
Fig. 6. The client application first transmits to the event broker information necessary to 
book the event. The event broker determines which event manager should be notified and 

10 transmits to that event manager a request to book the event. If the event manager can 
book the event, an acknowledgement is transmitted to the event broker. If the event 
manager cannot book the event, a non-acknowledgement is transmitted to the event 
broker, which then transmits an error notification to the client. If the event manager 
accepts the booking request, it transmits a similar request to the action handler identified 

15 in the request. If the action handler does not accept the request, a non-acknowledgement 
is transmitted to the event manager and then to the event broker, which in turn transmits 
an error notification to the client. If the request is accepted by the action handler, an 
acknowledgement is transmitted to the event manager. The event broker then notifies the 
control task that a new event has been booked. 

20 

In the foregoing description, the event broker transmits requests (or notifications) 
to the event manager and the action handler before notifying the control task that a new 
event has been booked. The event broker does so in order to obtain confirmation from 
the event manager and action handler that the event and the action are adequately 
25 described. This is necessary in this embodiment because, as explained above, the event 
and action are defined using syntax which is understandable to the event manager and the 
action handler, respectively. The event broker therefore may not be able to verify the 
event booking information without the help of the event manager and action handler. 
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The triggering of an action after detection of an event is illustrated in the flow 
diagram of Fig. 7. When the event manager detects the event, it notifies the event broker. 
The event broker determines whether the resources required to perform the associated 
action present a conflict with other users of the resources (e.g., actions which are 
5 currently running in response to other events.) If there is no resource conflict, the event 
broker transmits a request to the event manager to start the action. If there is a resource 
conflict, the event broker determines whether the action associated with the detected 
event has the highest priority among the conflicting actions. If the action has the highest 
priority, the event broker transmits a request to the action handler to supersede currently 

10 running actions which present a conflict. The action handler may accept or reject this 
request. If the request is accepted, the event broker transmits a request to the event 
manager to start the action. If the action handler does not accept the event broker's 
request to supersede the currently running action, the action remains idle. That is, the 
event booking mechanism waits for the pending action to be terminated and then repeats 

15 the foregoing steps, beginning with the resource conflict check. 

After the event broker transmits the request to start the action to the event 
manager, the event manager may either accept or reject the request. If the request is 
rejected, the action is idle. In this instance, the action does not simply remain idle until a 

20 pending action is terminated. The action remains idle until the event manager or event 
broker reactivates or terminates the action. If the event manager accepts the request to 
start the action, a similar request is transmitted from the event broker to the action 
handler. If the action handler rejects the request, the event broker notifies the event 
manager that the action has been aborted. If the action handler accepts the request, the 

25 action is started by the action handler. The action handler also transmits an 
acknowledgement to the event broker. 

It should be noted that, in the embodiment described above, the event broker does 
not immediately attempt to start an action upon detection of the event which corresponds 
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to the action. The event broker instead checks for resource conflicts and may request that 
other actions be superseded. As a result, there may be a delay during which some of the 
conditions which define the event may change. Consequently, the action associated with 
the event may become obsolete. The event broker therefore queries the event manager 
5 after checking the resources and before starting the action. 

Once the action has been started, it may either be completed or terminated. 
Referring to Fig. 8, a flow diagram of the normal completion of an action is shown. If the 
action is completed normally, the action handler transmits a notification to the event 

10 broker upon completion of the action. The event broker in turn transmits a notification of 
the completion to the event manager. The event is then removed by the event broker 
from the list of booked events. It should be noted that the event is only removed if it is a 
"one-shot" event — if the event booking is intended to apply to multiple occurrences of 
the event (e.g., taping a television program at the same time every week,) the event will 

15 not be removed. 

Referring to Fig. 9, a flow diagram of the termination of an action is shown. In 
this figure, a client requests termination of the action. The request is transmitted to the 
event broker. The event broker and transmits a termination request to the action handler. 
20 The action handler terminates the action and transmits an acknowledgement to the event 
broker. The event broker then transmits a notification of the termination to the event 
manager. After notifying the event manager, the event broker removes the corresponding 
event from the list of booked events (unless the event booking applies to multiple 
occurrences.) 



It should be noted that the foregoing example is directed to the methods employed 
in a single embodiment. This example is intended to be illustrative rather than limiting. 
Various modifications of the described methods may be employed in other embodiments 
of the invention. 



25 
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The inventive booking mechanism described above can be used in many 
situations. For example: 

5 In one instance, the event manager may be a calendar agent which is configured to 

detect the time and date at which a television program will start. At the designated time, 
the calendar agent would notify the event broker. The event broker would notify an 
action handler which is configured to start a VCR recording for a certain duration. 
Alternately, the action handler could pop-up a dialog box prompting the user for approval 

10 to record the television program or simply notifying the user that the television program is 
beginning. 

In another instance, the event manager may be a bookmark agent which is 
configured to watch for certain types of service information in a broadcast signal (e.g., 
15 metadata identifying television programs about soccer or movies in 16/9 format.) When 
the designated service information is detected, the event broker is notified. The event 
broker then notifies the action handler, which may present this information to the user or 
start recording the program or movie. 

20 In yet another instance, the event manager may be a teletext agent which is 

configured to watch for specific information (e.g., stock information) in a teletext stream. 
When this information is detected, the event broker is notified and in turn notifies an 
action handler which captures the information and presents it to the user. 

25 In yet another instance, the event manager may be a service list agent which is 

configured to detect television channels on a specific network or within a particular 
grouping of channels (sometimes referred to as a bouquet.) When the event manager 
detects a channel, it notifies the event broker, which notifies action handler. The action 
handler is configured to identify the television channel and add the channel to a list of 
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channels. In this manner, a list of channels can be dynamically constructed. The booked 
event can be defined so that, when the channel list is complete, an application can be 
launched to allow the user to browse the list. 



which are embodied in a broadcast signal. Upon detecting an email, the event broker and 
action handler are notified. The action handler is configured to launch a small application 
which causes the receiver to beep at the user or display an icon on the television screen to 
notify the user that an email has arrived. 



In yet another instance, the event manager may be configured to monitor a 
broadcast signal for specific carousel files or modules. The corresponding action handler 
could be configured to notify or launch an application (e.g., a stock ticker application) 
when the file or module is received, or whenever a modified or updated copy is received. 



In yet another instance, the event manager may be configured to detect a user 
profile which is prepared by a broadcast provider and which must be stored in the set-top 
box (receiver.) The action handler is configured to acquire the user profile and store it in 
the set-top box. 



In addition to the above described embodiment, the booking mechanism may be 
employed at any point in the broadcast chain. For example, the booking mechanism may 
be employed at the site of a network broadcaster or other content provider, at a local 
broadcasting station, or at the site of the end user. Further, the booking mechanism may 
25 be employed in other contexts as well. For example, the booking mechanism may be used 
in relation to computer users connected to the Internet who are receiving signals via their 
Internet connection and surfing the World Wide Web. In such a case, the event broker 
may comprise software running on the users personal computer or other Internet access 
device. 



5 



In yet another instance, the event manager may be configured to detect emails 
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# # 

While the present invention has been described with reference to particular 
embodiments, it will be understood that the embodiments are illustrative and that the 
invention scope is not limited to these embodiments. Many variations, modifications, 
additions and improvements to the embodiments described are possible. These 
variations, modifications, additions and improvements may fall within the scope of the 
invention as detailed within the following claims. 
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